[Liberal medicine and the labor market in health care. What is liberal medicine?].
This article analyses the practice of what is termed "liberal medicine"--which has paralleled developments in how society is organized--and examines its historical and social determinants. The evolution of the term "liberal" over the centuries, to its present meaning of "practicing the profession as a self-employed physician," is discussed. The author continues the analysis by describing the liberal practice of medicine in the context of the terms of trade in the market for health services and professionals, which lead them to become small-businessmen in their profession. Liberal medicine develops when the unrestricted supply and demand for goods and services reaches the point where production and consumption are determined by systematic trade in a free market, without the restrictions and ties of an outdated social order. But legitimacy and controls related to the rules and regulations of the State, and of professional organizations do exist. This field of study will be examined further in future publications by the author, and by others interested in the problems of the labor force in the health sector.